
23rd World Scout Jamboree
Kirara-hama, Yamaguchi City

Japan
28th July to 8th August 2015

Is your date of birth between 29 July 1997 and 28 July 2001? 
Then you are eligible to go to Japan for the World Scout Jamboree in 
Japan in August 2015.

If after reading this you are interested, let your parents read it, discuss it with them. It is 
an immense commitment and your parents are with you for far more time than we are, 
they will provide a lot of support and encouragement (never mind driving you all over the 
place to events) and they are the ones who will be most proud of you- as of course we 
will.

Have a look at http://www.23wsj.jp/ for the latest information. You might also look at 
http://www.worldscoutjamboree.se/ which is the site for the last Jamboree in Sweden in 
2011. 

A world scout jamboree happens every four years — it is an immense event involving 
many thousands of scouts from all corners of the globe. Anyone who has been to a 
previous world jamboree will tell you what an wonderful event it is — the pinnacle of their 
scouting life, friends made from many different countries and the profound effect it has 
on their future life.

THINGS TO CONSIDER
There are many things you need to think about if you are considering applying for a 
place. 

Age
Firstly you need to be between 14 and 17.999 years of age on 28 July 2015. That means 
you must not have reached your 18th birthday which would class you as an adult- not a 
young person. Should your 18th birthday fall DURING the jamboree, then that is ok. You 
will still be treated as a young person for the duration of the event. 

Time Away
Next — though the dates are given as 28 July to 8 August, the time away will be longer. 
Don’t forget travelling time either side and there is also a thing called Ho-Ho. This means 
Home Hospitality and is a few days either before or after the main event being hosted by 
local scouts –possibly in South Korea. You will of course need a valid passport!!

Cost
We have to discuss cost. This is not a cheap event and probably your initial reaction will 
be of shock and dismay. At this moment in time Scouting has not published the actual 

http://www.23wsj.jp/
http://www.23wsj.jp/
http://www.worldscoutjamboree.se/
http://www.worldscoutjamboree.se/


cost- but based on experience of previous events we estimate the cost will be around 
£4000 (yes- four thousand) per person.  Please don’t take this as the final price- it is a 
best guess and could be more or less. We will not know till July. Once you have picked 
yourself off the floor, let us explain how that can be achieved. We do not expect your 
parents to dip into their bank accounts and pay for it. You are expected to fund-raise for 
it. This is part of your committment to the event.   

Fundraising
You are not on your own with regard to fundraising. There are many events which will be 
organised as fund-raisers for the contingent over 2013 and 2014. You WILL be expected 
to attend as many as humanly possible-  again committment is the key word. Things like 
your school sports team may have to take a back seat. Your District may hold fundraising 
events with you in mind, your Group may also do fund-raisers for you. Consider this….. 
do you know how much money a bag-packing session in a supermarket can raise? Several 
hundred to well over a thousand. If your Group is doing such an event, can you negotiate 
with them for a portion of the money raised? Also consider the companies your parents 
or relatives work for. Would they make a donation? Once you put your mind to it, it will 
become achievable. Some of it will be up to you but a lot of the time you will be doing as 
a team.

So how many can go? 
Well, Bedfordshire intends  to send a contingent of 27 young people. It doesn’t sound 
very many and there will be competition for places. Be advised that you may not succeed 
in your application- some will be dissapointed. 

Selection of the contingent will be based on the following:

An application form. 
This will require a lot of thought as how best to present yourself.

Your Leader’s Reference. 
We will ask your Leaders to write their views on you as a Scout/Explorer and teamwork 
etc.

A selection weekend.
This will be a camping weekend at a local campsite. You will be judged on your attitude, 
teamwork, commitment and willingness to work.  You will have a brief interview. With the 
jamboree two years in the future,  you might ask how can someone who is still twelve 
years old  compete against someone who is nearly sixteen. From last times selection 
weekend, let me tell you that some twelve year olds are extremely good at presenting 
themselves. We are not so much interested in, lets say, how well you can build a 
pioneering project — I would expect a 15 year old to have a better knowledge and skill 
than a 12 year old, but we are interested in the attitude you take, the willingness to learn 
and fit in.

Currently we are selecting a team of three adult leaders who will be with you throughout 
the whole build-up and the event itself. So you will know your leaders very well by August 
2015. You will know the rest of the contingent well through events and camping 
weekends. One point to note — a full unit consists of four patrols of 9 plus four leaders. 
We have been allocated 27 plus three so the reamining 9 plus 1 will come from possibly a 



neighbouring county, from Guiding or even another country. You will have to work with 
them as well!

Telling others about your experience
At the end of it all we would expect you to have the confidence to stand up before other 
young people or adults and tell them about it.

No applications now — just have a think about it!
We are not asking for applications now — we have to wait til we know the actual cost. 
This is to whet your appetite, for you to consider how your Leader sees you and how you 
might improve, and a chance to brush up on your scouting skills and importantly, to 
think about it and chew it over with your parents. 

As said earlier, we can only take 27 of you. Some will be disappointed but you will have 
found out things about yourself in the selection process that will stand you in stead in 
later life. And if it gives you a thirst for travel abroad, then hound your Scout or Explorer 
Leader to go on an international camp!!


